
THE CHALLENGE
In Hillsborough County, Latinos are more susceptible 
to heart disease, cancer and strokes than most other 
minorities! 

In fact, the Prevention Institute reports that these 
health disparities can be traced back to three telling 
factors that include a group’s income level, where they 
live, and race. These racial inequities have come to the 
forefront in Wimauma, a majority Latino community  
in South Hillsborough County.

OUR PROGRAM STRATEGY
Well aware of the health disparities in Wimauma, 
Hispanic Services Council has launched a community 
planning initiative that will bring residents, leaders, 
stakeholders and allies together to create a 
neighborhood plan that addresses improvements to 
the built environment to promote physical activity, 
create opportunities and access to good jobs and great 
schools, and improve access to quality health care 
services.

Through a members-led approach, residents are 
gathering data about the assets of their community 
whether institutional, systems, or individual and 
through a comprehensive community planning process 
will create a vision and plan of action to address 
the community’s priorities. Moved by a common 
understanding about the challenges facing the 

Bridges to Health

community and armed with the knowledge and plan to act 
as one community with one voice, residents of Wimauma 
will change the underlying conditions that are driving 
health disparities in their community.

WORKING AS ONE
HSC serves as the community facilitator, engaging residents 
and stakeholders at all levels in the community, promoting 
the work of the project and creating intentional spaces and 
places where residents can build relationships, learn from 
one another, and build a common vision for change.

Join us in making a difference! You can attend our 
monthly meetings – host a “healthy living and eating” 
neighborhood circle – volunteer to support after school 
programs and more! Call 813-936-7700, ext. 204 or visit us 
online at www.HispanicServicesCouncil.org to become part 
of the solution. 
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